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PDF Settings in Viewer








One post on the Discoverer OTN Forum (link to Discoverer OTN Forum) recently asked how to persist PDF settings in Viewer. I realized that today we do not persist these changes, neither across sessions or users, nor within the same session. Which can be a bummer at times. For example, what happens if I have a wide worksheet, and I want to not only change the print orientation from portrait to landscape, but also apply a scaling factor to the text size? Sure, I can do that by going to the Printable Page link and make the required changes here. However, if I want to email the same worksheet as a PDF attachment, or maybe take a PDF export of the worksheet, I lose those settings. Now, of course we shall provide a way to persist these settings across a session or even across users in the next release, but what about now? Well... I went over to our Viewer expert, Matthew, and of course there is a way!

The short one line explanation of the workaround is to make the changes using the 'Printable Page' link, generate a 'Preview' or the entire PDF report, and then use the worksheet breadcrumb link to return to the worksheet. This ensures that the PDF changes you made are available during the sesion to the worksheet. You can always undo these settings by clicking the 'Revert to saved' link.

Let's see with an example, and lots and lots of screenshots!

This is a slightly modified version of the 'New Features Examples' workbook that ships with Discoverer. As you can see, the worksheet is 'wide' - it has three measures, and three members of the geography dimension laid out on the row edge, resulting in nine columns of data.
If I generate a printable PDF sample from this report, you will see, unsurprisingly, that the some columns of the report spill over to the second page.
If I want to get them to fit on one page, I have a couple of options available. I could go to the 'Printable Page' screen, and change the paper orientation from 'Portrait' to 'Landscape', and also set a scaling factor of 50%.

With these settings, the resulting PDF generated (using the Printable Page option) now fits on a single page, width-wise. And as you can see, the text size also looks a lot smaller (should be 50% of the original size, but I have not tested that).

Now, click the worksheet link at the top of the page (Connect  >  Workbooks  >  Viewer Print Test - Conditional Formats  > ) to return to the sheet. The PDF settings that you applied are now available within this session to the worksheet. Therefore, you can now click the 'Export' link and select PDF as the export format.
The exported PDF file has the same settings applied: paper orientation as well as the scaling factor.
You can also test this out with the email option; select PDF as the format to email the report as, and click the 'View attachment' button at the bottom of the 'Send Email' page.

Voila! PDF settings are available here also!

You could close this worksheet, open another worksheet or even another workbook. So long as you don't exit Viewer and remain in the same session, the PDF settings that you applied earlier using the Printable Page options shall be available to the worksheet.
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Using Market Basket Analysis to add value to OLAP

Using Market Basket Analysis to add value to OLAP  Anyone who has an interest in data warehousing and/or business intelligence understands t...






	







BI Enterprise Edition - First Look - Post Install

After you have installed BI EE, you are asked to reboot your computer (this is for a Windows install). After you reboot and login, you will ...






	







More on OTN Forums

Clicked 'publish' too soon :-( There are a number of BI forums on OTN that are kept fairly active by users of Oracle BI tools. Here ...






	







BI Publisher and BI EE Suite Integration - Dashboards

Continuing on my earlier post on the integration between BI Publisher and BI EE ( BI Publisher and BI EE Suite Integration - 1 ), this post ...






	







BI Forums on OTN

OTN forums  - http://forums.oracle.com/-  updated recently, on July 20th to be precise. The upgrade took the version from 2.6 to 4.1.  Some ...






	







Lying with Charts - Global Warming Graph

 Global warming  is a serious yet controversial enough topic without bringing in bad data visualizations practices into it. The  Wonkblog  o...






	







The Dark Cloud of the H1-B Fallout for Indian Companies: Layoffs or Reduced Valuations

    I ndia's second-largest IT company, Infosys, put out a press release on the 2nd of May, 2017 ( link ), that it would be hiring "...






	







Flipkart and Focus - 1 - Losing It?

 This is the first of a series of articles I wrote for DNA in April on why I believed Flipkart (India's largest online retailer and amon...






	







Big changes ahead for India's IT majors

 My article on challenges confronting the Indian IT majors was published in DNA  in January 2015.   Here is the complete text of the article...






	







Creepy Dolls - A Technology and Privacy Nightmare!

 This post was first published on LinkedIn  on 20th May, 2015 .   " Hi, I'm Chucky. Wanna play? "[1]  Fans of the horror film ...
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